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bund the Copy of a Letter, ſent 
him, as he ſays, from a Rabbi; tho l 
by the Air and Manner of it, ne 
Dl} would be tempted to think it wrote 
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Sarcaſm contained in it is the peculiar Character 
of Julian: He ſets himſelf with all his Might 
to banter the Reſurrection of him whom we 
; own to be our Saviour; and this he makes the 
Subject of his Cenſure, rather than of his En- 
quiry into the Fact; never all this while taking 1 
Notice of that Evidence which. is brought for þ 
it, and Teſtimony beyond Exception. His 
Grand Objection, and Sheet Anchor, as we may 
call it, that keeps him fo fix'd againſt all Proof 
of our Lord's Reſurrection, is the Argument 
made uſe of by Celſus and 'Olibio ; who inſiſt ' 
upon it, that becauſe our Lord did not appear 
after his Reſurrection to the Prieſts, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, but only to his Diſciples ; ; there- 
fore, ſay they, he is an Impoſtor. Ler us now 
examine into the Strength of this Conſequence, 
and try if it will hold firm and good. 


gs? Deſign of this Paper is to conſider 
e Objection made againſt the 
Truth of the Hiſtory of Chriſt's ReſurreQion. 
"Tis grounded on this, that after his Reſurrec- 
tion he appear'd only to his Diſciples, and not 
publickly to the Chief Prieſts and the People 
in Feruſalem. There is no Occaſion to propoſe _ 
the Objection more fully, for that is done in 
ſome late Writings with as much Advantage as 
it can be; my Buſineſs therefore ſhall be to give 
a fair rational Anſwer to it. In order to . 13 
8 gr | 

That the want of this publick 1 
cad be urged, as a deciſive Evidence againſt 
the Truth of the Fact; becauſe tis poſſible that 
Jeſus Chriſt might have riſen, though he did 
not appear publickly ; the moſt then which can 
be laid is, that oe: not appearing publickly, 
gives 
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wes à very probable Ground of Suſpicion that 
e did not riſe from the Dead. I obſerve there- bes 
- 2, That every thing which is no more than 
Suſpicion, may be over-ballanc'd by direct Evi- 
dence ; becauſe that which we only ſuſpect, how- 
ever ſtrongly we ſuſpect it to be falſe, may be 
true. If then the Evidence of its actual Truth 
be clear and poſitive ; tis certainly more ratio- 
nal to admit the actual Truth of what we own 
may be true, than, againſt Senſe and Reaſon, ta 
ſuppoſe that ſuch Evidence can lye or deceive. 
From hence then it follows. 
3. That where there is on the one Side direct 
Evidence of the Truth of a Fact, and on the 
other, ſome real or imagin'd Suſpicions of its 
Falſhood, the Way to make a rational Judg- 
ment in the Caſe, is to ballance the Evidence 
and the Suſpicions one againſt the other: If 
the Suſpicions outweigh the Evidence, then we 
rightly conclude. the Relation to be falſe; if 
they are equal, we' conclude nothing” of either 
Side: But if the Evidence be on the whole 
much greater than the Suſpicions, every rational 
Man muſt allow the Fact to be true, tho' per- 
haps he is not able to clear up every ſuſpicious 
Circumſtance to his full Satisfaction. This then 
is the true Way of conſidering the Hiſtory of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection; and if it be conſider d 
in this Way, the Evidence will appear ſo ſtrong 
and full, as vaſtly to outweigh this and every 
other Suſpicion. I do not deſign now to enter 
into the Particulars of this Evidence. Is pro- _ 
poſed with great Strength by many learned De. 
ſenders of the Chriſtian Religion; and I hearti- 


ly wiſh our Modern Deiſts wauld conſider the "8 
whole of what has been ſaid on this Subjet;- - 
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ter become them, than to endeavour, as tis plain 
they do, to amuſe weak Minds with Difficulties - 
which do not affect the main Cauſe, and thereb 
divert them from attending to the direct Proofs'of 
the Truth of this moſt important Fadt. How 
unfair a Way of Reaſoning is this, every candid 
Man ſees ; and I wiſh they would in Time con- 
fider, whatever Pretences they make to Freedom 
of Thought, and a diſintereſted Enquiry after 
Truth, they by uſing ſuch Methods, very plainly 
diſcover what Manner of Spirit they are of. 1 
Bye whether they be ood — on to do 
what they ought or no, I every unprejudi- 
ced Agr will ſee that this, and if Sine be 
Twenty other ſuſpicions Circumſtances, they are 
not ſufficient to overthrow the Truth of the Fact, 
if the direct Evidence of it does vaſtly out-weigh 
them all. Let this be allowed, and then let the 
whole Evidence be examined with the moſt cri- 
tical Accuracy, there is not the leaſt Reaſon to 
fear the Event. bop fr OI 
From this Reaſoning it apptars, that there is 
no Neceſſity of giving a further Anſwer to this 
Difficulty ; becauſe, tho the Want of a publick 
Appearance were allow'd a ſuſpicious Circum- 
ſtance, of which no Account could be given, yet 
even this will not deſtroy the Force of the di- 
rect Evidence of the Truth of the Fact; but 
then tis plainly for the Advantage of the Truth, 
to endeavour to remove this and every other Ob- 
jection: And therefore I ſhall now go on to ſhew, 
that the Want of this publick Appearance can- 
not be urged, even as a probable Ground of Suſ- 
picion, againſt the Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrec- 
tion; and this I hope to evince, by proving that 
Jeſus Chriſt's appearing in the Manner he did, 
* was 
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was a Method more convenient and bene Cale | 
ed to the Ends of God's ſending him into the 
World, in ſhort, to the Propagation of the Chri- 
tian Religion, and the general Good of Man- 
kind, than the other of a more publick one could : 
— have been. This may probably at 9 
View appear a pretty extraordinary Aſſer- * 
tion; but I beg the Reader may ſuſpend his Cen- 
ſure, till. he conſiders what I have to offer in 
roger of it, 
lere then I ſuppoſe it will eaſily be allowed, | 
1. That the Chriſtian" Inſtitution was deſign d 
to influence all Mankind, in all Ages. of the 
bike +. not only the People of 8 
| ewiſh Nation, but the Gentiles allo ; 
— only who were alive at the Time of Chriſt's 
Appearance, bur all future Generations. | 
2. Twill alſo be allowed, that the Reſurre- 
Aion of Chriſt Jeſus from the Dead, is one 
very great and important Proof of the Divinity 
of his Mifion and Doctrine. wn 
From hence then it follows, That ro anfiver 
the true Ends defign'd in this Inſtitution, "was 
neceflary that the Evidence of this Fact ſhould -_ 
be ſuch, as may at all Times, and in all Ages, 
operate "with ſufficient Tis on the Mind of 
every Perſon who conſiders 'it. - 
Now, ſince all Matters of Fact muſt be 
ed either by ſenſitive Evidence, or by Teſti- 
mony ; and fince tis obviouſly impoſſible, that 
Multitudes of Men living in ent Countries 
and Apes ſhould all have ſenſitive Evidence of 
2 Fact, which is neceffarily determined to a par- WM 
ticular Time and Place; it is plain that however 
= our Bleſſed Saviour's Appearance aſter 
Reſurrection had been, the only Evi 2 
. IR Truth * "oy . = 
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the Nature of the Thing be given to the vaſtly 
greater Part of thoſe, who in the Intentions of 
God were concerned in the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion, was that which was to ariſe from Teſti- 
mony. If then, by Chriſt's appearing publickly, 
the Weight, the Momentum of this Evidence 
which was to influence all Mankind, had been 


any Way leſſened, tis plain that ſuch an Appear- 
ance had tended to deſtroy the great End of his 


Reſurrection: And if on the other Side, it ap- 
pears at leaſt highly probable, that Chriſt's Ap- 
pearance to choſen Witneſſes, has contributed to 
add ſeveral advantageous Circumſtances to the 
Teſtimony given of his. Reſurrection, which in 
the other Way would and muſt have been want- 


ing, we ſhall no longer be at.a Loſs for an 


Anſwer to the Objection propoſed. _ -—. 
To ſet this Matter then in a fair Light, let 


us ſuppoſe that our Bleſſed Saviour, after his Re- 
ſurrection, had ſhewn himſelf openly to all the 


People of Feruſalem; either many would have 
continued obſtinate in Infidelity, or they would 


all with one Voice have believed on him. Let 


us examine the Matter both Ways, and ſee what, 
according to our Apprehenſions, would have been 
the Conſequence. 1 | 

r. Suppoſe then, that many of the Fews, 
notwithſtanding this publick Appearance, had 


continued obſtinate in Infidelity. And this I 
do not take to be an impoſſible Suppoſition ; 


for ſtrong Prejudices are known even at this Day 


to have ſo great an Influence, as to make Men 


believe the groſſeſt Abſurdities, and even deny 


the Evidence of their own Senſes; this tis plain 
the Romaniſts do in the Caſe of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation. What Abſurdity then is there in con- 
ceiving that this which we now ſuppoſe might 


have ; 
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have been the Caſe of the Jews, eſpecially ſinco 
ſome Circumſtances make it not improbable, 
that in Fact it would have ſo happen d? For, 
All the former Miracles of Chriſt wrought 
no Conviction in their Minds, how then can 
we be ſure that his perſonal Appearance, after 
his Crucifixion, would have had a better Effect? 
They had ready an Evaſion, to which on other 
Occaſions they had had Recourſe, that hg 
wrought his Miracles by the Power of Bee!26. 
bub. And this, with a little Improvement, would 
have ſerved their Turn. They might, have 
faid, that his Appearance was not real, but 
a Biabolical Illuſion; or perhaps they would 
have denied that he was the ſame Perſon, 
Truly they might as well have done it in this 
Caſe, as in that of the Man born blind, whoſe 
Eyes our Bleſſed Saviour had open'd. St. Fobp 
tells us, that when the Neighbours and they 
which before had ſeen bim, that he was blind, 
ſaid, Is not this he that ſate and bego'd © Same 
ſaid, This is be, others ſaid, HE IS. LIKE © 
HIM, Jobn ix. 9. Their Unwillingneſs to be- 
lieve that ſo ſurprizing a Miracle was wrought 
by Jeſus, Chriſt, inclin'd' them to doubt he- 
ther the Man were the ſame, tho' before they 
had frequently ſeen, and very well knew him, 
And why this might not have happen'd in the 
other Caſe as well as in this, 1 * no Sd | 
Reaſon that can be aſſign d. 4 
Let any Man then conſider, how the Evi 
dence of the Fact muſt have appearsd to the 
neighbouring Nations, or to us at this Diſtance 
of Time upon this Suppoſition. The Diſei- 
ples of Chriſt would then undonbtedly” have 
declared to the World, that Chriſt had made 


* Appearance in this publick Manner: A o 
B I - 
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the unbelieving 7ews, to whom they would 
have affirmed that he appear'd as well as to 
themſelves, -would have denyed flatly, that they 
knew any ſuch Thing. Thus there muſt have 
been an Oppoſition in the Teſtimony of Per- 
ſons, all ſaid to be Eye-Witneſſes; and how 
had it then been poſſible for the reſt of Man- 
kind, who were Strangers to their Perſons and 
Characters, to determine on which Side the 
Truth lay ? In ſhort, upon this Suppoſition the 
Grounds of Doubt and Uncertainty had been 
ſo many and conſiderable, that they would have, 
at ' leaſt, greatly obſtructed, if not rendred 
impoſſible; the Propagation of the Chriſtian 
Religion among the ſeveral Nations of the 
Earth. . : 

2. Let us now then examine the Matter 
upon the other Suppoſition, That upon Chriſt's 
publick Appearance, all the People of Jeruſa- 
lem, and with them the whole 7ewiſh Nation, 
had with one Voice and Conſent believed on 
him. 

And here we are to obſerve, ._. 

1. That tho' the Fews preſent at Feruſalem, 
inſtead of relying on the Teſtimony of others, 
would in this Caſe have believed on the Evi- 
dence of their own. Senſes, yet all the reſt of 
the Nation, all other Nations of the Earth, 
and all ſucceeding Generations, muſt, as I have 
ſhewn, have grounded their Aﬀent on the Evi- 
dence of their Teſtimony : And conſequently, 
the Nature of the Evidence had been the ſame 
then to all the reſt of the World, that it was 
and is as the Matter was conducted. —— But 
this is not all: I ſay further, 


4 


2. That 
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2. That this Evidence had been to all other 
Men not only the ſame in its Nature, but the 
ſame in its Degree of Certainty alſo, For, 

The only Alteration, which upon this Sup- 
poſition is made for the Advantage. of the Evi- 
dence, is the Increaſe of the Number of Wit- 
neſſes. Some may think that there would have 
been another material Alteration, becauſe then 
Enemies as well as Friends would have atteſted 
the Fact. But this would really have occaſioned | 
little or no Alteration in the State of the Evi- | 
| dence: For theſe Enemies, when once they had | 
believed this Fact, muſt have become Friends, | 
and conſequently in all ſubſequent Acts would 
have been conſider d as Parties in the Cauſe, 
as well as the Diſciples ; and the Diſciples, be- 
fore their Converſion, were Enemies as well as 
they : So the only Difference which can be 
thought advantageous to the Teſtimony is in 
Point of Numbers. Now, 

l bere Matters of Fact are proved by Teſti- 
mony, the Addition of Witneſſes beyond ſuch a 
certain Number does not neceſſarily produce a pro- 
portionable Increaſe of Evidence. For the Rea- 
ſons why Numbers of Witneſſes, otherwiſe well 
qualified, are neceſſary to the full Proof of 
any Fact, are theſe two: 1. That we may be 
ſure they are not deceived themſelves ; and, 2. 
That we may be alſo ſure that there is no 
Combination to deceive others. One Man may 
be impoſed on by a falſe Appearance, and 
fancy he ſaw what he did not fee; Two, 
three, four Men may be conceived in the ſame - 
Circumſtances. But Numbers of Men, ſeeing 
the ſame Thing at different Times, and with 
different Incidents, cannot be ſo eaſily deceived. 

— Again, two, three, or any ſmall * 
0 | B 2 5 0 


L 12 ] 
bf. Meri may be ſuppoſed to enter into 4 Com- 
bination to deceive Mankind by a plauſible Lye, 
and to mianage ſo as not to be diſcovered : But 
tis not eaſy to conceive, that great Numbers 
ſhould form ſuch a Deſign ; or, if they did, 
ſhould be able to execute it 'with Succeſs. — 
On - theſe two Accounts only, a Number of 
Witneſſes is neceſſary to give full Teſtimony 
to any, eſpecially an important, Fact: And 
therefore, where they are ſo many, as to make 
it impoſſible that they ſhould either be de- 
ceived themſelves, or join in a Deſign to de- 
ceive others, there we are in Poſſeſſion of the 
full Weight of Evidence, which can ariſe from 
the Number of Perſons atteſting, and conſe- 
quently cannot meerly by the Addition of more 
Witneſſes increaſe it. "30.4 T6 | 
What preciſe Number of Witneſſes is the 
leaſt that may be accounted neceſſary to theſe 
two Ends, we cannot certainly determine : But 
where there is a great Cloud of Witnefles, we 
may reſt aſſured, that ſuch Numbers are: ſuf> 
ficient to ſecure. us from the Inconveniencies 
mentioned: And if they are. not, none are.— 
Thus in the Caſe before us: Our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour appeared at one Time to 500 Brethren, 
1 Chr. xv. 6. to whom St. Paul appeals as to 
Perſons, the greater Part of whom remained 
alive at the Time of his Writing. Now I fay, 
that the concurrent Voice of 500 Perſons, or 
indeed of a much leſs Number, gives as much 
Weight to any Teſtimony, as far as it depends 
on Numbers, as the concurrent Voice of 5 or 
16,000. And let any Man attempt to ſhew 
any poſſible Method by which 500 or 100 Per- 
ſans may either be impoſed upon themſelves, 
vr combine to impoſe on others, and twill be 
705 5 eaſy 
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eaſy to ſhew the ſame to be poſſible in any 
given Number. The Addition of Witneſſes 
therefore, beyond ſuch a Number as is neceſſa- 
ry to the two Purpoſes above- mentioned, does 
not produce a proportionable Increaſe of Evi- 
dence. And, r 9444, 

Since this is, as I have ſnewn, the only Al- 

teration which, upon the Suppoſition we now 
make, could have happen'd for the Advantage 
of the Evidence ; it follows, .that though Chriſt 
Jeſus had appear'd publickly to all the People, 
yet the Evidence, which All, except thoſe who 
ſaw him, could then have had of the Truth of 
his Reſurrection, would have been the ſame not 
in its Nature only, but in the Degree of Certainty 
alſo, that now it is. | 7 25 | 

If then, by this publick Appearance and a 
conſequent Increaſe of Witneſſes, any one ad- 
vantageous Circumſtance of the 'Teſtimony had 
been loſt, or any ſuſpicious one had been intro- 
duc'd ; *tis plain that the Evidence to all Man- 
kind, except the Witneſſes, muſt in the whole 
have been lefſened. | 
Whether any thing of this kind were likely to 
have happen'd on the Suppoſition now made, let 
any Man judge, after conſidering the following 
Particulars. 

1. We learn from the Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times, that All others who knew any thing of 
the Jews, conſider d them as a Nation addicted 
to a particular Superſtition, and diſtinguiſh'd 
from the reſt of Mankind by many Singularities, 
both in their Civil and Religious Conſtitution. | 
On this and other Accounts, the Romans parti- | 
cularly had them in great Contempt. They knew 1 
nothing of the Divine Original of their Law, s 

but concluded the Whole to be the *. of q 
5M * ce. 


— — —— —ꝛ—ʒT⁊ — —— ͤ ͤ—dGM. — ᷑ ͤͥ́ iy — — — 


Chance or Art, and the peculiar Genius of an 


of Chriſt's Reſurrection, as they did of the Mi- 


Probably they would have attended to them 


Governors Felix and Feſtus, with relation to 


theſe further Advantages in this Method, that 


SB 


unaccountable People. 

If then this great Change had been thus at 
once wrought in this whole People, is it not 
probable, that the Romans and other Nations 
would have ſuſpected a new Contrivance to raiſe 
the Credit of their Religion, and would there- 
fore have taken as little Notice of their Accounts 


racles of Moſes, and the Delivery of the Law 
on Mount Sinai; of which they had heard ſome- 
thing imperfectly, and enquir'd no further? — 
And what if many Perſons had gone out from 
Tudea to publiſh to them this ſurprizing Fact? 


no more than they did to the 7ewiſh Profelytes 
who were diſpers'd among them ; they would 
have thought the Whole to be a National Con- 
trivance, not worth their Notice, except it were 
to ridicule it. 

But when they found that the Fewiſh Nation 
were generally bent to beat down the Credit of 
this new Doctrine, and yet obſerv'd that the 
Diſciples of Jeſs conſtantly and boldly aſſerted it, 
in Oppoſition to all their Menaces, and to the united 
Power and Malice of the Chief Prieſts and El- 
ders, there was then good Reaſon for them to 
imagine, that ſomething extraordinary had hap- 
pen d. And this Circumſtance ſeems to have 
rais'd the Attention and Curiofity of the Roman 


St. Paul, that he was perſecuted by bis own Coun- 
trymen. | | 
But beſides raifing Mens Curioſity, there were 


the Prejudice which would have ariſen from their 
Hatred and Contempt of the Fews was entirely 
: removed : 
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removed: For though the firſt Preachers of 
Chriſtianity were of them, yet they were gone 
out from them, and were the Objects of their 
Hatred and Indignation. It appeared alſo, that 
the Preaching this Doctrine could not be a Na- 
tional Contrivance, becauſe the Rulers of the 
People oppoſed: it. Theſe are Circumſtances 
manifeſtly advantageous to the Teſtimony, and 
they all ariſe from the Oppoſition which the 
unbelieving 7eus gave to the Chriftian Doc- 
trine, particularly to that of the Reſurrection. 
From whence it follows, that the Evidence of 
the Truth of Chriſt's Reſurrection to the Bulk 
of Mankind, was really greater and better fit - 
ted to influence them by his appearing in the 
Manner he did, than it would have been, if 
he had ſhewn himſelf openly to all the Peo- 
le of Feruſalem, and they with one Conſent 
believed on him. SY. 
2. This Matter will appear in a much ſtronger 
Light, if we conſider the Opinion which 
prevailed univerſally among the Fews, of the 
'Temporal Kingdom of the Meſſiah. 

"Tis certain, that the Fews expected their 
Meſſiah to appear in the Height of Earthly 
Glory, to deliver them from Servitudc, and to 
make them Rulers in the Earth. We learn al- 
ſo from Suetonius and Tacitus, that the neigh- 
bouring Nations knew of this their Expecta- 
tion. And it appears from many Circumſtances, 
that their Expectation was at the higheſt about 
the Time of Jeſus Chriſt's Appearance. Con- 
ſider then what the probable Conſequence had 
been, if all the Inhabitants of Feruſalem had 
at once declared, that Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
Fame was already gone out into the World, 
was riſen from the Dead; would it not. — 

en 
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been natural to believe, that this was a Con- 
trivance to raiſe the drooping Spirits of the Na- 
tion, and to animate them with Aſſurance of 
Succeſs in ſome great Enterprize? Could any 
thing be better calculated to ſerve ſuch an 

Endꝰ 1 
And therefore the Romans would imme- 
diately have concluded, that the whole Story 
was an Artifice of the Rulers of the eus, and 
the Fore-runner of ſome bold and deſperate 
Attempt to recover their expiring Liberties, 
and would therefore immediately have ſent 
a military Force from the neighbouring Pro- 
vinces to quell, what they-would have account- 
ed Sedition, and Rebellion. Something of this 
Kind the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees were ap- 
prehenſive of, even tho' they oppoſed Jeſus | 
Chriſt: F we let him thus alone, all Men will 
believe on him; and the Romans ſhall come and 
take away both our Place and Nation, John xi. 48. 
Certainly then this would have happened, if 
not only the People but the Chief. Prieſts and 
Rulers had believed on him, and declared that 
he roſe from the Dead. The Romans would 
have thought this a Sounding the 'Trumpet to 
Rebellion, and would have ſent an Army to 
invade them. And, 

Whatever Method of Acting the Fews had 
follow'd in that Juncture, the Conſequence, as 
far as Chriſtianity was concern'd, muſt have 
been much the ſame. If they had perſiſted in 
declaring what they ſaw, and had patiently ſub- 
mitted to Death rather than be ſilent, it was no 
unheard-of 'Thing for Perſons of that Nation 
to chuſe to die, rather than violate any Part 
of their Law, 1 Maccab. i. 62, 63. c. ii. 34. If 
they had begg'd for Mercy, their Silence On 
F . 
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this Point would undoubtedly have been one Con- 
dition of their obtaining it; and their attempting at 
any time after to publiſh this Story, would have 
been looked on as a Step to a new Sedition : 
Or, laſtly, if they had ftood for their Lives, 
. and repelled Force by Force, the Fate of the 
War muſt have determined their State as to 
Liberty or Slavery: But this Conduct would 
have been thought a Demonſtration, that the 
Story of the Reſurrection was an Invention of 
the Rulers, calculated to ſerve this Deſign, to 
{trike Terror into the Enemies, and to animate 


their own People with Aſſurance of Succeſs. 


So that really, upon this Suppoſition, the Gen- 
tils World at that Time could have had no 
good Evidence at all of the Truth of this 
Fact, whereas in the Method that was taken, 
they had the beſt and fulleſt, that the Na- 
ture of the Caſe would admit of, For here 
there was no Room to ſuſpe& Art or Contri- 
vance ; they had no Intereſt to ſerve by in- 
venting or telling ſuch a Story ; they diſclaim- 
ed all temporal Dominion, and were utterly de- 
ſtitute of all Means to attain it; they could 
not be engaged in a National Conſpiracy, for 
their own Countrymen hated and perſecuted 
them. Nothing then but a full Conviction of 
Mind could move Men in ſuch Circumſtances 
to declare, and perſiſt in declaring, that Jeſus 
Chriſt roſe from the Dead, and that they ſaw 
and conversd with him after his Reſurrec- 
tion, Let any Man now conſider theſe 'Things 
impartially, and then judge, whether the Evi- 
dence of the Truth of this Fact to all who 
were not Eye-Witneſſes (which muſt be the 
infinitely greater Part of thoſe concerned in 
it) was not much fuller and more free from 
Ps, C | Exception, 
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Exception, as the Caſe now ſtands, than it 
would have been if Jeſus Chriſt had ſhewn 
himſelf openly to all _—_—_ and they with 


one. Conſent had believed on him. | | 

Theſe Obſervations are grounded on the 
known Circumſtances of Perſons and Things 
at the Time of publiſhing the Goſpel; and 
therefore we have no further Concern in them 
than this, That if they be not well ground- 
ed, a great Defect in the Evidence would cer- 
tainly have happen d. And ſuch a Defect 
ſo near the Fountain-Head muſt have mud- 
died the whole Stream ; the Evidence being 
leſs to them, muſt have been leſs to us alſo. 
But there are other Circumſtances in which 
the Evidence of this Fact would have been 
all along more defedtive upon the Suppoſition 
now made, than as Matters ſtand, it actuall 
is. I ſhall mention one or two of the mo 
remarkable. FER 

One Circumſtance to make the 'Teſtimony 
as it now ſtands credible, is the Simplicity of the 
Witneſſes, that they were mean in Condition, 
perfectly illiterate, and yet Perſons of undoubt- 
ed Integrity. 'The Uſe made of theſe Quali- 
fications is great and various; as they were 
illiterate, they could not manage an Impoſture 
with Art and Dexterity ; as they were mean 


in their Condition, they could not awe or allure 


the People to fide with them in it; and as 
they were Men of Integrity, they could not 
be ſuppoſed to enter into a Plot to deceiye 
Mankind. | | 

Now, how could theſe Qualifications have 
been found in the Witnefles on the Suppoſition 
we now make ? The Chief Prieſts and Rulers 
were Men of Senſe, and Learning, and Power: 
re "ne ren 
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They were therefore capable of contriving and 
executing any Deſign with the utmoſt Skill. and 
Addreſs: And indeed *tis infinitely - eaſier to 
imagine, that the whole Zewiſh Nation might 
have been deluded by a Forgery of theirs, than 
that a few illiterate Fiſher-men ſhould even form 
a Deſign of this Nature without any Support 
or Aſſiſtance. Then, as to the Circumſtance 
of Integrity, that could never have been inſiſted 
on to the Advantage of the Witneſſes ; for the 
Chief Prieſts at that Time were proud, cove- 
tous Oppreſſors, and the People commonly, as 
well as they, were abandoned to Vice. 

We may further obſerve, that upon this Sup- 
poſition, one weighty. Argument, now urged 
in behalf of the Chriſtian Religion, had been 
entirely loſt, viz. That drawn from the won- 
derful Succeſs it met with, tho' preached by 
Perſons viſibly ſo little qualified for ſuch a 
Work. For if the Chief Prieſts and Rulers, 
and the whole Jewiſh Nation had engaged in 
it, the Succeſs of the Work might have been aſ- 
cribed to human Power and Wiſdom : Nor would 
the Finger of God have appeared ſo conſpicu- 
ouſly in it as now it does. 

Another Circumſtance which increaſes rhe 
Evidence of the Fact, as it now ſtands, is this, 
that the Witneſſes could not poſſibly act with 
a View to Temporal Intereſt ; they knew, on 
the contrary, that they were to ſuffer for their 


Profeſſion : And they did ſuffer the moſt 'grie- 
vous Perſecutions, - even Death in Torments, 


with ſurpriſing Conſtancy. From hence it may 
with great. Juſtneſs be inferred, that nothing 
but a clear Conviction of the Truth of what 
they aſſerted could have prompted. them to ex- 
poſe themſelves to Dangers and Death, to bear 
4 8 2 Teſtimony 
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Teſtimony to this Doctrine. And the Argu- 
ment upon the Caſe, as it ſtands, is unan- 
| ſwerable. | | 
But upon the Suppoſition made, the Force of 
it would have been conſiderably weaken'd. For 
if the whole Jewiſh Nation had at once embrac d 
the Chriſtian Faith, the Temporal Intereſt of 
each ſingle Man had been more effetually pro- 
moted by afferting, than by denying it. Among 
the Fews there could be no Perſecution, for Al 
they who were Eye-witneſſes of a publick Ap- 
pearance at Feruſalem, are ſuppoſed to become 
Converts to Chriſtianity ; and they; being the 
governing Part of the Society, might and would 
have influenced the reſt to embrace it, without 
any Oppoſition. And if the Jews had univer- 
ſally concurr'd in receiving and propagating the 
Chriſtian Religion, *tis, as I have already ob- 
| ferved, very probable, that other Nations would 
have received it with Contempt and Indifference, 
ſo as hardly to take the 'Trouble to enquire into 
it, and then there wonld have been lirtle Occa- 
ſion to oppoſe it; ſo that we ſhould at this Day 
have wanted that noble Confirmation of this 
Truth, which ariſes from the patient heroick 
Sufferings of the Diſciples of Chriſt. 
But ſuppoſe they had been perſecuted by 
other Nations, they would not even upon this 
Suppoſition have appeared as diſintereſted as now 
they do, becauſe they muſt have been cheriſh- 
ed and honoured by their Countrymen. Now 
*tis no uncommon thing for Men to run 
great Hazards, when they have Hopes of a 
| ſuitable Reward: They are ſometimes known 
to embrace Death itſelf, on the Proſpe& of 
living to Advantage in the. Memory of thoſe 
who ſurvive them. And ſomething of 0 
| e : - 20rt 
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ſort the Deiſts have attempted to lay to the 
Charge of the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity : 
Without Grounds indeed, as the Caſe ſtands ; 
bur ſome Grounds there muſt have been, if 
the Fews had univerſally affented to this Doc- 
trine; if, in Conſequence of this, they had been 
induſtrious in propagating it; if they had en- 
couraged the Zeal of thoſe who were willing 
to go, and preach it to all Nations; if th 
had honoured and rewarded thoſe who return'd, 
having eſcaped: Perſecution ; if they had cele- 
brated the Praifes of thoſe who laid down their 
Lives in Atteſtation of this Doctrine with great 
publick Solemnity, and had perpetuated their 
Memory by Inſcriptions or other publick Mo- 
numents : Would not all this have raiſed ſome 
ter Doubt in our Minds concerning the 
difintereſted Spirit of thoſe who embraced and 
publiſhed the Chriſtian Doctrine? And would 
not thoſe who now triumph o'er a pretended 
Diſcovery of a Wretch or two, who gave up 
their Lives rather than renounce their impi- 
ous Opinions, and from hence conclude, that 
the ſame vain-glorious obſtinate Spirit animated 
the Apoſtles and other firſt Diſciples of Chriſt ; 
Would not they, I fay, upon this Suppoſition 
have had a much larger Field for Objections of 
this Sort, than now, God be thanked, they have? 
Let Men only conſider the whole Matter with 
Attention, and Impartiality, they muſt, I think, 
confeſs, that the Evidence of this important 
Fact comes down to us much better circum- 
ſtanc'd, by Jeſus Chriſt's appearing in the Man- 
ner he did to Witneſſes choſen before of God, 
than it could have been, if he had appeared pub- 
lickly to the Chief Prieſts and the People of 7e- 
ruſalem. * „ | 
8 | Thus 
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Thus then the Matter ſtands; when Jeſus: 
Chriſt roſe from the Dead, twas neceſſary he 
ſhould give ſome Proof that he was riſen. This 
Proof might have been given by a publick Ap- 


pearance, or by an Appearance to choſen Wit- 


neſſes : And the latter of theſe was choſen, be- 
cauſe twas beſt fitted to anſwer the End, i. e. to 
convince all thoſe, who in the ſeveral Quarters. 
of the Earth, and every ſucceſſive Age, were 
concerned in this great Event, of the Truth of 
it. If he had appeared publickly, a few Perſons 
(for ſo we may call all the People of Jeruſalem, 
all the Fewi/þ Nation, compared with the reſt 
of Mankind who were then, and ſince in being). 
would have had the Evidence of their own Sen- 
ſes, for the Truth of a Fact, for which they. 
had, as the Caſe was, ſuch full Proof by. unex- 
ceptionable 'Teſtimony, as was ſufficient to con- 
vince them, if they had been candid and impar- 
tial : And the Conſequence would have been, 
that all Mankind then, and ever fince, would 
have had leſs Evidence than now they have, of 
what equally concerns them. Who then. can 
doubt, if this be a fair State of the Caſe, that 
Jeſas Chriſt's appearing in the Manner he did 
was a Method more convenient and better ſuited 
to the Ends of God's ſending him into the 
World, than the other of a more publick one 
2 poſſibly have been. And if this be ſo, it 

llows, | 

That the Want of this publick Appearance 
cannot be urg'd even as a. probable Ground of 
Suſpicion againſt the Truth of Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection. Becauſe the Fact is fully proved with- 
out ſuch an Appearance, and it appears that the 
other Method was better ſuited to the beſt Ends, 
which is a ſufficient Reaſon for God's appoint- 
ing it. COROL- 
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COROLLAR-TY 


FROM what has been faid, we have a fall 
Anſwer to the ſo-much vaunted Objection, that 
the Seal was not preſerved unbroken, *till the 
Chief Prieſts came, Ec. For if this had been 
done, the Appearance of Jeſus Chriſt muſt have 
been publick : And therefore the Arguments 
urg'd in this Paper conclude as ſtrongly againſt 
the one as the other, | 

Whether Mr. Woolſton s Rabbi will think this 
ſuch an Anſwer, as will oblige him, if he keeps 
his Word, to turn Chriſtian, I know not —— I 
fear indeed he will not. For he ſeems to write 
with too great a Byaſs to be eaſily convinc'd. — 
But I hope Men of unprejudic'd Minds will 
think there is ſomething in it that deſerves Con- 
ſideration. — All I ſhall fay further is, that I 
have made uſe of no Reaſoning which I myſelf 
do not think to be juſt. If every one did fo, we 
ſhould not have ſo many Books as there are writ- 
ten againſt Morality and Religion. 


FINIS 


In the PRESS; 
And ſhortly will be publiſhed, 


Conference upon the Miracles of our Bleſſed 
Saviour: Wherein all the Objections pro- 
70125 in Mr. Moalſton's Six Diſcourſes, and ſeve- 


ral other greater Difficulties, are fully ſtated and 

conſidered; and the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 

ligion is evidently proved, By W. STEvenson, 
NI. A. Rector of Colwall in . TOE 


